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THE INFORMER 
The Newsletter for the Sierra Nevada Dog Drivers 

Oct - Nov 2011 

Message from Your SNDD President:  

Sierra Nevada Dog Drivers 

. Hi Everyone 

  

October was our annual Mushing Clinic at Hobart Mills(Truckee).  If you weren't 

able to attend, you missed out on a really fun week end.  The weather was great, 

the students and instructors where just awesome.  We had nine students with a 

mix of dogs, GSD, Sibes and a Mal named Cooper.... 

 

This years BBQ was done  Brenda and Sterling Dabaner, not only did we have a 

BBQ at the cabin Saturday night.  Brenda and Sterling did a lunch time BBQ 

Saturday at Hobart  Mills. but wait it gets even better....they also did a BBQ 

Sunday for the club meeting. Thank you Brenda and Sterling. 

 

This years guest speaker was  Dan Studybaker  talking about his experiences 

working the Iditarod Checkpoint Shwentna.  Dan shared some great stories and 

a bunch of his photo albums...Thanks Dan. 

  

 The only down side to the week end was when April  went out on the Quad the 

check on a couple of student that where running a team of 8 dogs.  She stop at 

intersection on the trail, turned off the quad and was just standing there when 

she was attached by a swarm of bee's (Wasp's). 

 

April suffered multiple stings most on her head resulting in some really bad 

swelling of her face  and eyes ....with the help of one of the students, Jesse 

Bush,  April was able to get away from the bees.  I'm pleased to report that April 

has recovered just fine and should be back running dogs very soon. 

  

I want to thank everyone that helped out at the Mushing Clinic, without your help 

there would be no Mushing Clinic. 

  

Barb and Kathy and  Melissa (Instructors) 

Brenda and Sterling ( the clubs cooks) 

April and Ty ( helpers ) April for arranging for our guest speaker 

Dottie for the cabin 

Cindy Woods and Tenaya Dawn (helpers) 

  

And nine great student and their dogs. 

(conôt on page 2) 

 

Hugo Antonucci 

SNDD President 
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Now that the Mushing Clinic is complete, its time for fall training.  Since we moved to Adin, the mornings are 

much cooler enabling us to start out training much earlier than in the past.  We started training around mid 

September and are now running the dogs 3-4 times a week. 

 

What a difference being able run right from the kennel, no loading the dogs in the truck, driving to a training 

site, unload, harness up, run the dogs, then after the run, un-harness and load them back in the truck to drive 

back home.  Along with fall training itôs time to check all your equipment, gang lines, harness's, sled, your 

winter clothing, and be sure to check the batteries in the head lamps. 
 

I hope everyoneôs training is off to a good, I can mine is the best start in many years. 

  

   See you at the races. 

Some Pictures from the 2011 Mushing Clinic 

Remember you go to FB and see more pictures 

Search Sierra Nevada Dog Drivers 



Sept - Oct 2011 3 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
BEE---ware of Where You Ride 

 
I was so excited to be attending yet another SNDD Mushing Clinic.  Saturday went really well with a decent attendance of 
students.  Then a nice talk from my new friend, Dan Studybaker, about his experiences working at the Skwetna checkpoint for 
the Iditarod.  Then we all ate a wonderful BBQ thanks to some new members, Sterling and Brenda. 
 
Sunday rolled around and we all met out at the training site there at Hobart Mills.  Took the dogs out for a run with some 
students and then came back and I noticed one group of students getting ready to hook their dogs up to a cart.  I asked how 
many they were wanting to run.  I offered my ATV and gangline so they could run 8 dogs,  and showed them how to work my 
ATV and let them hook up and head out for a short run. 
 
After they left, it was brought to my attention that they didn't know the trail out that way and was given a wrong turn in the 
directions.  So, not wanting them to get lost, I went and jumped on Hugo's ATV to go find them and make sure they made it 
back ok.  Turned out it was a good thing as they had gone the wrong way.   When I found them they were struggling with a 
couple of dogs and getting ready to turn around and just go back the way they had come.  I told them there was no need to 
turn around as there was a road ahead that looped back into the other trail and would take us into camp.  So they went ahead 
and I followed. 
 
Well, somehow they didn't see the turn and I missed it to due to dust in my eye.  As we started climbing a small hill I hollered 
ahead for them to stop as I had realized we had missed our turn.  They turned the team around and I went ahead to find the 
turn and block the road t o help the team make a seamless turn.  I got to the road and stopped the ATV and turned it off,  got 
off to stand and wait for the team to get there. 
 
Suddenly I noticed a yellow-jacket wasp (aka: Meat Bee) buzzing me.  I didn't think much of it and kind of swatted it away.  Next 
there was another and another... landing on me and buzzing my head.  They were everywhere! I know you aren't supposed to 
swat at them when they are being attacked but the instinct to protect myself and fear and panic quickly overcame me and I was 
doing all I could to keep them off which was making them more mad.  I couldn't get back to the ATV and next I heard a voice 
yelling, "Run away and get on the ground!" and then I no more than hit the ground and covered my face and then I had a jacket 
covering me and a person on top of me distracting the bees away from me... then he yelled get to the quad and letΩs get out of 
here... 
 
He didn't know how to start it and I managed to reach around him and start it and off we went.  I don't remember to much 
after that,  little things like seeing a bee still on my shirt and getting told to take the shirt off (sure glad I dress in layers!).  
Getting to the site and trying to explain what happened.  Meanwhile I could already feel my face swelling from the stings.  Hugo 
got me to his truck and got me inside to rest.  Then I saw Ty come walking by and I got his attention.  He hadn't heard what had 
happened yet then went looking for Benedryl.  Then Hugo came back and got some out of his bag. Tthen came back a few 
minutes later and by then my face was really swollen.  He went and found one of the students who happened to be a nurse and 
she came and got me some wet rags and a neck pillow and a blanket at this point I passed out.   Next thing I remember is I was 
getting woke up cuz I had to move out of the driver seat over the passenger seat so we could all leave to go back to the cabin.  I 
managed that and then was out again.  Then I got walked into the cabin and laid down on a bed and they got me all covered 
and cold rags and ice or something on my face and some more Benedryl and then I was out again.  I missed the whole meeting 
and another real nice BBQ of food from the night before... DANG... when we got ready to leave to head home I remember 
people looking at me and saying how sorry they were.  I am sure I looked like some zombie out of a movie and the food smelled 
so good and I was starving yet I couldn't even move my mouth or jaw it was so swollen.... 
 
I don't remember too much about the ride home, except seeing a cool elk out in a field and I took some pics of it and they even 
turned out.  I was pretty much in bed and out of commission for almost a week as the swelling went down I could start to feel 
most of the sting spots, I counted at least 6 on my head, neck and face and then only one on my arm...  
 
I know we deal with yellow-jackets making nests around our homes and kennels and we do things to control them there, but 
when we get out running our dogs on the trails in the forest and such we don't think to much about them out there and have 
no idea where a nest might be. I am really thankful that I was not highly allergic to the stings but now I might be.  Also I will 
make sure that I have some Benedryl with me when I head out, just in case ..... 
 
I want to thank everyone that helped take care of me.... I am extremely grateful... 
See ya all next year! 
 
April 
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A must read for every musher! 

MUSH! Book has been recently updated and 

is now available at http://sndd.org, click on 

SNDD Store. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Makes a great holiday gift for friends and 

family who want to know more about your 

mushing experience. 

Being Married to a Musher 
By Terri Antonucci 

First of all, right up front, I love my husband and all our dogs and am very supportive of his obsession with training and racing 
the dogs. 
 
Before we moved to our property it would mean getting up early (4am sometimes) on week-ends to help load the dogs, check 
harness, jugs of water, hook up trailer, and drive to the training sight.  At the training site unload the dogs, harness them up, 
hook them to the gang line and off we go.  After the run, its water the dogs, un-harness, load back in the truck and head back 
ƘƻƳŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ [ƻǎ .ŀƴƻǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
back in shape by end of October.  And I was lucky to get one cup of coffee before we headed out. 
 
Another thing is knowing where all the different types of clothes, boots, gloves are kept, there are some for not so cold weather 
and the really cold weather, having a spare closet in your home is the best place, in fact a room dedicatŜŘ ǘƻ ΨƳǳǎƘƛƴƎΩ ǎǘǳŦŦΣ ǎƪƛ 
pants, jumpsuits, gloves, socks, jackets, hand/foot warmers, headlamps, hats, long johns to name a few items.  If your musher 
feeds their dogs the raw meat during training and the race season, be prepared to lose some of your refrigerator space for the 
tuperware container of dog food. 
 
If you have kids or a job you need to juggle your schedule around the race season schedule, always allow one or two extra days 
for races, depends on how far the musher needs to travel.  
Get use to your musher eating, breathing, sleeping mushing, all his friends are now either other mushers or handlers, the 
conversation is always geared toward ŘƻƎǎΣ ǊŀŎŜǎΣ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŘƻƎǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻƎ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘΣ ǎƭŜŘǎΣ ŀǘǾΩǎΣ 
clothing, boots, what dogs need what shots, trips to the vet, etc etc. 
 
!ǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀƴƛǘȅΣ ƳǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ you 
see the look on the dogs faces after a run you begin to understand why your musher does all this,  

http://sndd.org/
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Sierra Nevada Dog Driverôs 

Meeting Notes ï October 2, 2011 

Memberôs Present: Hugo Antonucci, Barbara Schaefer, April Wood, Brenda and Sterling Dabner, Dottie 

Dennis, Damon DeCrow, Willie Stephens 

New Members: Kathy Miyoshi and two participants from the Mushing Clinic paid SNDD dues. 

Call to Order:  1:20pm 

Approve Minutes of last meeting: 1st Barbara Schaefer, 2nd Damon DeCrow 

Presidentôs Report:  This is the month memberships are due. Dues make up a primary portion of income 

for the club, so é pay up! SNDD has approximately 70 members, spread over a wide area. 

Vice President:  No Report 

Treasurerôs Report:  Not Present. Through Hugo the Treasurer reported we have about $1200 in the 

account, not taking into consideration some expected royalties from ñMush!ò, and not including this 

weekendôs Mushing Clinic. 

Secretaryôs Report:  Not Present. Club members present voted to send Shirley a card as she is having 

some health concerns. 

Equipment/Property Report:  No Report 

Merchandise Report:  (April Wood) We need to get sweatshirts ordered so we have inventory to sell at the 

races. (Barbara remembered that SNDD had already approved the money necessary to make those 

purchases.) 

Race Reports: 

Chester: Hugo will report back on the date, probably mid February. 

Lake Davis: This race is now scheduled permanently on Presidentôs Weekend, which this year will be the 

weekend of 2/18-19. Cindy Wood is looking for help putting in trails. Cindy approached Kathy Miyoshi at this 

weekends event, and Kathy has agreed to help with some preliminary scouting and trail mapping. 

Foresthill: This race will most likely be the weekend of 3/10-11, but are waiting for that date to be confirmed 

by the Chamber. There will be a banquet on Saturday evening. The race organizers are looking for host 

families to assist with musher housing during the weekend. The Forest Service permit is already in place. 

New Buiness: 

ÅClub Activities/Fun Run: 

1)The recent ñFun Runò at Hobart Mills was a success with about nine people showing up, a couple 

of which camped out. We should plan on doing another one next year. 

ÅFund Raising Ideas: 

a.Fun Match? This was discussed. Those of us who remember when SNDD used to put 

these on say they were successful and brought in a good number of participants, however, 

they were an intense amount of work. There are not many Fun Matches anymore and would 

probably be well received. 

b.Eagle Money: What happened to the Eagle sponsorship? Hugo mentioned Peter was 

working on this but he had not heard any update. 

c.ñIditarod Fantasyò: Think ñFantasy Footballò. Ideas were thrown about concerning how a 

game like this might work. All members present were pretty excited about it. Players might 

pick items such as: who will be rookie of the year, who will be the first to a checkpoint, etc. 

d.DVD to go with ñMush!ò: Members present were pretty excited about this idea as well. 

The DVD would show training methods, examples of dogs, whatever would follow along 

with ñMush!ò Barb thought Darin (Foresthill photographer) would probably be willing to assist 

us in putting it together. Another thought was that it could be made a ñmedia projectò for a 

student at one of the local schools. 

Adjourn:  1:20pm 1st Barbara Schaefer, 2nd Hugo Antonucci 
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           The Oregon Dune Mushers  
                present  

          The December Fun Run  
       December 3 & 4, 2011  
 

 Come join the Dune Mushers for some fun in the sand!!  
 

Saturday:      7:30 a.m.  -  Breakfast at Bedrocks Restaurant, Winchester Bay. Discu ss plan for 

the training run.  Each team can run whatever distance they are trained for at that 

point in the season.  If you have never run on the sand, this will be a good time to 

experience it.  People will be available on ATVs for assistance.  

 9:00 a.m.  -  Teams leave starting location (TBA)  

 Afternoon -  discuss mushing on the sand, dirt and snow.  Questions & answers on any 

topics of choice:  preparing & conditioning teams,  stress recognition (dogs & people!!), 

equipment, etc.   

 Dinner  & gathering TBA.  

 

Sunday:      Schedule to be determined on Saturday.  Mushersõ choice to run same place as Sat. 

or go to Siltcoos Parking Lot  

 

Bring:         Dogs, mushing gear, cart for sand (loaner carts will be available) and/or ATV, warm 

clothes, rain gear, question s.  

 

This will just be a fun time to train with other teams, socialize the dogs and also 

their owners!!  

Places to stay:  
 

 Winchester Bay Inn , Winchester Bay - 3 miles south of Reedsport  

     541 - 271 - 4871    or    1 - 800 - 246 - 1462  

 Umpqua Lighthouse State Park -  RVs, cabins, yurts, tents  

     541 - 271 - 4118    or     www.oregonstateparks.org/park_121.php  

 Half Moon Bay Campground -  RVs, tents, group camps (dry camp only)  

             541 - 271 - 5634 or   www.co.douglas.or.us/parks/view_park.asp?index=19&features=&cnt=  

 

No entry form or fee required.  Please contact Susan if you plan to attend.  Also, let us 

know if you nee d a loaner cart.  
 

Susan (541) 677 - 8393  or   scallahan@douglasfast.net  

 

We look forward to having you join us!!  


